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SUBJ: TAIWAN IN US-PRC RELATIONS 

1. I AM SURE THAT YOU HAVE BEEN STRUCK, AS WE HAVE, BY 
TENG HSIAO-P* IMG'S ALLEGED REMARKS TO A JAPANESE DIETMAN 
IN CONNECTION WITH YOUR PEKING VISIT CTOKYO 13425) TO 
THE EFFECT THAT HO IMPROVEMENT IN US-PRC RELATIONS 
BEYOND THE PRESENT LEVEL WILL BE POSSIBLE UNLESS THE 
PRFqiDEUT SEVERS POLITICAL RELATIONS WITH TAIWAN AND 
^COGNIZES THE PRC AS THE SOLE LEGITIMATE GOVERNMENT OF CHINA 

2. WE HERE ARE NOT CLEAR AS TO WHAT INTERPRETATION 
SHOULD BE GIVEN TO TENG'S WORDS, IF INDEED HE ACTUALLY 
MADE THEM. CERTAINLY UE HAVE NO REASON AT PRESENT TO 
BELIEVE THAT THE PATTERN OF US-PRC TRADE AND CULTURAL 
RELATIONS. WHICH HAS BEEN DEVELOPING SINCE FEBRUARY 1972, 
WILL BE INTERRUPTED (THOUGH FOR TECHNICAL REASONS BEYOND 
OUR KEN THE NUMBER OF BILATERAL CULTURAL EXCHANGES HAS 
FALLEN OFF SINCE LAST SUMMER). MOREOVER, OUR RESPECTIVE 
LIAISON OFFICES ARE NO? GOING CONCERNS. HOWEVER, REGARDLESS 
OF WHAT TENG SAID, WE CAN SEE SEVERAL REASONS WHY 

THE CHINESE MIGHT CONSIDER THAT FORWARD MOTION ON • . 

TAIWAN IS NECESSARY AT THIS TIME IN ORDER TO KEEP THEIR 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE U.S. ON TRACK. 

3. THE FIRST OF THESE RELATES TO THE I0TH CCP PARTY 
CONGRESS AND THE PUBLIC POSITION ON RELATIONS WITH ThE 
US AND THE USSR WHICH THE CHINESE HAVE NOrf JAKEN. AS 
EPITOMIZED BY CHOU EN-LAI'S AND WANG HUHG-WEN'S REPORTS 
TO THE PARTY CONGRESS, PARTICULARLY THE LATTER, THE U.S. 
HAS BiEN EQUATED MORE' EVENLY WITH THE SOVIET UNION AS A 
FORCE WHICH IN STRICTLY ORTHODOX MAOIST TERMS IS SOMEHOW 
ANTITHETICAL TO CHINA, AND'- ONE WHICH MUST BE WATCHED 
CAREFULLY. THIS IS NOT TOO SURPRISING IN VIEW OF ThE 
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SEMI-RELIGIOUS NATURE OF A PARTY CONGRESS WHEN ORTHODOXY 
PREVAILS AND THE FACT THAT ONLY FOUR YEARS AGO AT THE 
9TH PARTY CONGRESS THE U.S. HEADED THE LIST OF CHINESE 
ENEMIES. STILL, THERE MAY E ELEMENTS AT WORK WITHIN THE 

ccp hierarchy which obliged chou to raise the level of 
anti-u.s. criticism and be more even-handed vis-a-vis 
the u.s. and the ussr. thus, even though the chinese 
have .made it .evident in editorial comment that it is 
the ussr and not the u.s. which constitutes the real . 
threat, some of the top leaders may consider some movement 
by the u.s. on taiwan is necessary to demonstrate 
(as chou put it) that prc-us relations have improved 
-to some extent" f and that further improvement is possible 
on. this basis. 

4. in addition, the chinese and ourselves currently 
happen to be on opposite sides of the fence on a number 
of major international issues, notably cambodia, 
korea, u.s.-ussr detente, am) the middle east. accusations 
against the two super-powers for hegemonical aspirations 
and for collusion against revolutionary struggles are 
commonplace in chinese media, and are apt to appear more 
stridently in connection with the middle east cease-fire. 
as you know, chmao xuan-hua in his u.n. speech openly 
criticized the u.s. -soviet summit agreements. under such 
circumstances it may be mor difficult for the chinese 
to suggest to their people that the same king of u.s.-prc 
relations which prevailed following the presidents visit 
still exist today regardless of these considerable differences, 
once again, u.s. movement on the issue of taiwan, a 
popular one to the chinese people, would help to put 
matters back in a better perspective. 

5. finally, there is the question of the prc campaign 
against taiwan itself. we doubt that the chinese really 
believe this campaign is going well despite their best 
efforts to woo taiwanese opinion in favor of unification, 
in real terms taiwan still exists outside prc control., 
and as things now stand can continue to do so 
indefinitely despite the loss of political recognition 
and representation in international organizations, 
taiwan's economic growth is most impressive and it is 
apparently quite stable politically. thus, the chinese may 
reason that unless the u.s. acts soon in some way to convince 
leading personalities on taiwan that a continued separate status 
for taiwan cannot be sustained, "liberation" by political 

_,j means may be extremely difficult to achieve. 
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6. I HAVE NO POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS TO MAKE REGARDING 
THE TAIWAN QUESTION, AND AM SENDING THESE OBSERVATIONS 
ALONG ONLY TO ALERT YOU IN CASE TAIWAN SHOULD PROVE TO 
BE A MATTER OF CONSIDERABLE CHINESE CONCERN DURING YOUR TRIP, 
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